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1. JULY 16! OSAKA ONLINE TOUR BY O-BIC & 

NAKANOSHIMA QROSS     

The Osaka Business and Investment Center (O-BIC) is set to host the 

 Osaka Online Tour, a showcase of Osaka’s life sciences industry for 

 international businesses and organizations.  

The tour will take in Nakanoshima Qross, which contains a brand-new  

startup incubation facility that opened on May 28, 2026, and provide an  

overview of Osaka’s life sciences landscape. “Destinations” include Y- 

FiT (Yanai Facility for my iPS Cell Therapy), which is the forefront of efforts to find medical applications for  

iPS cells, and O-Nexus (Osaka Life Science Nexus), a handy base for foreign companies entering the sector.  

 Don’t miss out on this opportunity to learn about Osaka’s wealth of leading-edge technologies and related  
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facilities.  

When: 15:00-16:00, July 16, 2026 (JST)  

Where: Online (Zoom)  

Languages: Presentations will be made in Japanese with simultaneous 

interpreting in English  

Fee: Free  

Details & sign-up: 

https://www.osaka.cci.or.jp/b/pdf26/20260716_Osaka_Online_Tour.pdf  

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

2. O-BIC UPDATE    

 

[July 14! Invest Osaka Webinar: Establishing Your Business in Osaka - Cultural, Legal & Visa Insights] 

The Osaka Business and Investment Center (O-BIC) is teaming 

up with IBPC Osaka to hold an online seminar: “Invest Osaka 

Webinar: Establishing Your Business in Osaka - Cultural, Legal 

& Visa Insights.” The webinar is a valuable source of up-to-date 

information for foreign companies and entrepreneurs, covering 

everything from Osaka’s business environment and challenges 

and solutions foreign firms may face when setting up in Japan, 

legal procedures for starting a business, as well as the 

requirements and application process for the Business Manager 

visa. Information is supplemented by case studies from 

companies that have successfully expanded into Japan.  



 
 

 

When: 16:00-17:50, July 14, 2026 (JST)  

Where: Online (Zoom)  

Languages: Event will be conducted in English  

Details & sign-up: https://www.investosaka.jp/event/2026/investwebinar2026E.html  

  

[August 19! Seminar for Foreign Business Proprietors on Expanding Sales Channels] 

The OCCI will team up with O-BIC to hold a seminar aimed at 

helping foreign-born business proprietors and employees expand 

sales channels. In addition to an overview of the Japanese 

market and commercial customs, the seminar will go into detail 

on the skills needed for negotiating with buyers, and offer hints 

aimed at more successful business talks.  

The event will include a lecture on what Japanese buyers want 

with tips on how to succeed in Japanese markets. Attendees will 

learn from successful prior case studies. There will be a 

networking session as well.  

  

When: 15:00-17:00, August 19, 2026  

Where: Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 2-8 Honmachibashi, Chuo-ku, Osaka City  

Entry: Free  

Details & sign-up: https://www.osaka.cci.or.jp/event/seminar/202605/D40260527015.html  
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3. OCCI TO HOST SYMPOSIUM FEATURING NOBEL LAUREATE SHIMON SAKAGUCHI 

ON HOW UNIVERSITY OF OSAKA RESEARCH IS TACKLING GLOBAL PROBLEMS  

The OCCI will host a joint industry-academia seminar this summer featuring a keynote address by Prof. Shimon  

Sakaguchi, who won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine. The event will focus on the University of  

Osaka’s cutting-edge research projects aimed at sparking new businesses to deliver solutions to global  

challenges. Attendees will be able to hear from some of Japan’s foremost researchers in areas such as  

semiconductors, quantum science, biotech, advanced medicine, nuclear fusion, and material science; see  

displays on some twenty recent the University of Osaka research projects; and meet with researchers at a  

networking session.  

 

When: 13:00-18:00, August 28, 2026  



 
 

 

Where: 3rd fl. Event Hall, Osaka International Convention Center (5-3-51 Nakanoshima, Kita-ku, Osaka)  

Details and an application form are available at  

https://www.osaka.cci.or.jp/event/seminar/202606/D29260618015.html 

AI-based automatic English translations of proceedings will be shown on screen at the venue.  

Please direct inquiries regarding this symposium to the OCCI Industry Division at  

sports@osaka.cci.or.jp  
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4. NEWS ON LOCAL EVENTS FROM OUR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT DIVISION   

[July 7! Osaka “Milky Way on the Water” Light Show] 

At 7 pm on July 7, Osaka’s Okawa River will transform into a beautiful, ethereal lightscape between  

Tenmabashi and Tenjinbashi (incl. locations like Hachikenya). Tenma is written “天満”, which symbolizes a  

sky full of stars, and that’s why the area - including the Osaka Tenmangu shrine from which the neighborhood  

got its name - is where Osakans come to wish upon the stars. The Milky Way on the Water light show will see a  

myriad of blue LED “wishing stars” floated on the river’s surface to recreate our galaxy.  

Find out more (in Japanese) at: https://osaka-amanogawa.com/index.html 

  

[July 24 & 25! Tenjin Festival] 
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Mark July 24 and 25 on your calendar, because the Tenjin Festival - Osaka’s famous summer celebration - is  

almost here. One of Japan’s “Big Three” festival events, the Tenjin Festival incorporates a broad area of the  

central city, including Osaka Tenmangu shrine, Okawa River, and Sakuranomiya Park. The highlight of the  

festival is surely the river procession on 25, in which portable shrines parade up and down the Okawa River on  

boats. The event culminates in a massive fireworks display. The Tenjin Festival is not just part of summer  

tradition in Osaka, it is also a genuine not-to-be-missed spectacle. Check out the website (in Japanese) at:  

https://osakatemmangu.or.jp/saijireki/tjm  

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

5. COURTESY VISIT (JUNE 1ST - 30TH)     

(Consul General, Royal Thai Consulate-General Osaka, June 5)   

- Mr. Rapipongs Banehong-Silpa  

  

(Deputy Prime Minister & First Vice-Chairman of Council for the Development of  

Cambodia, Kingdom of Cambodia, June 12)   

- H.E. Mr. SUN Chanthol  

 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

And finally, some Osaka trivia. Quiz! Everyone knows the famous Glico “running man”  

neon sign at Ebisubashi along the Dotonbori River. But do you know what it actually is?  

What it’s there for?  



 
 

 

1. An ad for an athletic wear company.  

2. The symbol mark used to advertise Osaka’s first official athletic competition in 1894.  

3. An ad for a candy company.  

 

 

 

Answer: 3  

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =      

［O-BIC as one-stop service center for creating a foothold in Osaka］  

 http://o-bic.net/  

［Information about scheduled events (in Japanese only)］  

 https://www.osaka.cci.or.jp/event/index.php   

  [LinkedIn]  

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/osaka-o-bic-2025/recent-activity/all/ 

◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇ 

Chief Editor : ISHII Nobuyuki (Mr.), Director of International Division, OCCI 

Mailed by : Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry, International  Division  

Address : 2-8 Hommachi-bashi, Chuo-ku, Osaka, Japan 540-0029  

Tel : +81-(0)6-6944-6400  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/osaka-o-bic-2025/recent-activity/all/


 
 

 

Fax : +81-(0)6-6944-6293  

Contact Persons :SHIMIZU Ryosuke (Mr.), SEZOKO Hana (Ms.)  

Back Numbers of OCCI e-Magazine:   

https://www.osaka.cci.or.jp/e/emagazine/ 

◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆◇◆ 

* Please contact us by email (intl@osaka.cci.or.jp)  to inform us of your change of e-mail address, or of   

  your wishes not to receive OCCI e-Magazine. 

https://www.osaka.cci.or.jp/e/emagazine/

